OBJECTIVES  FOR  INDUSTRIAL  V/ASTES  CONTROL  IN  ONTARIO 


The  Commission  requests  all  industries  discharging  wastes  to  public  waters  to 
undertake  effljent  Improv^ement  programs  to  meet  the  following  objectives: 

Protection  of  Receiving  Vater 


In  keeping  with  The  Objectives  for  Water  Quality  Control  in  the  Province  of 
Ontario  and  the  overall  policy  of  protecting  water  quality  v/hile  recognizing  essential 
use  for  waste  water  disposal,  the  Commission  may  require  the  industry  or  industries 
contributing  wastes  not  specified  in  the  following,  to  limit,  destroy,  remove  or  modify 
any  waste  constituents  that  may  be  in  question.     This  may  apply  to  waste  constituents 
that  are  not  readily  removed  by  conventional  treatment  and  are  only  reduced  by  dilution 
and  other  natural  stream  purification  processes. 

In  order  to  maintain  acceptable  water  quality  conditions  in  the  receiving  water 
it  may  be  necessary  for  the  industry  to  provide  more  intensive  waste  treatment  as  the 
density  of  industrial  and  other  development  increases. 

Acceptable  receiving  Water  and  Effluent  Characteristics 

1.  Biochemical  Oxygen  Demand  (BOD)    -    The  concentration  of  BOD  at  any  point  in  the 
receiving  water  after  initial  dilution  shall  not  exceed  4  parts  per  million  by 
weight,  and  the  concentration  of  dissolved  oxygen  in  the  receiving  water  shall 
not  fall  below  4  parts  per  million  by  weight,  at  any  time. 

2.  Suspended  Solids    -    The  concentration  of  suspended  solids  in  waste  water  at 
the  point  of  discharge  to  a  receiving  water  shall  not  exceed  the  concentration 
of  suspended  solids  in  the  industrial  v/ater  supply  by  more  than  15  parts  per 
million  by  v/eight. 

3.  Oils  and  Greases    -    The  concentration  of  oils  and  greases  of  vegetable,  animal 
or  mineral  origin  in  waste  water  shall  not  exceed  15  parts  per  million  by  weight 
at  the  point  of  discxiarge  to  the  receiving  water. 

Toxic  Substances    -    Materials  or  waste  components  that  are  toxic  to  aquatic 
life  or  render  the  v/ater  unsuitable  for  potable  or  recreational  uses  shall  be 
eliminated  or  destroyed, 

5.  pH    -    The  pH  or  relative  acidity  of  basicity  of  waste  waters  shall  be  con- 
trolled and  maintained  within  the  range  of  5-5  to  10.6  in  the  pH  scale. 

6.  Taste  and  Odour    -    Waste  materials  or  components  that  impart  tastes  and  odours 
to  the  receiving  waters  or  to  fish,  that  would  render  the  waters  or  fish 
unsuitable  for  use,  shall  be  eliminated  or  destroyed.    Phenol  or  phenolic 
equivalents  uhould  not  exceed  an  average  of  2  parts  per  billion  or  a  maximum  of 
5  parts  per  billion  in  the  receiving  waters  following  initial  dilution, 

7.  Aesthetic  Qualities  Treatment  or  control  shall  be  effected  to  ensure  that 
waste  discharges  do  not  impair  the  aesthetic  qualities  of  the  receiving  water 
by  imparting  colou.r,  by  giving  rise  to  accumulations  of  solids,  oils  or  greases, 
by  inducing  foaming,  or  by  other  adverse  effects. 
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